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and I will do so without abusing human rights 
and without distorting Mexican legislation. I 
will respect Mexican legislation fully. But I 
am calling upon my neighbor in order to act 
in a coordinated way, because it’s a situation 
we both have to face. It’s a problem that af-
fects two countries, and only together will 
we be able to solve it. 

There are several causes. It involves sev-
eral joint responsibilities. And the action, 
therefore, has to be shared, within the legal 
framework. What’s the scope of this strategy? 
I cannot tell you now; we cannot tell you 
now. We’re just exchanging assessments, 
needs, assessing the situation and making it 
clear what the rules are for each country. 

We will have a strategy—I think it’s pos-
sible, but we will not be able to come up 
with it until we finish our discussions and 
negotiations, which, by nature, are very com-
plex. But in the end, that is what we’re trying 
to combat. And it’s a problem that’s affecting 
Mexican citizens as well as U.S. nationals. 

Prime Minister Harper. This is an exam-
ple. We are all sovereign nations, that is quite 
true, but we are not isolated problems ac-
cording to our own sovereignty. We have 
shared problems—for example, drug traf-
ficking. This is a good example. It begins in 
a country in the Americas or in the Carib-
bean, but the consequences are seen in the 
streets in Canada. And we have to discuss 
these problems. We have to compare our 
strategies, and sometimes we have to work 
hand in hand. 

[Prime Minister Harper continued in 
English.] 

Once again, this is a perfect example of 
why we meet. We’re sovereign countries, but 
problems are not—problems don’t limit 
themselves to the boundaries of our coun-
tries. Drug trafficking is a perfect example. 
These problems may originate in some of the 
countries of Latin America or the Caribbean, 
but the problems are felt on the streets and 
the communities of Canada. And that’s why 
we meet to discuss; that’s why we meet to 
compare strategies; that’s why we, from time 
to time, have to engage in shared action. 

Let me just say one other thing, if I can, 
about the drug trade, because indirect ref-
erence was made to Colombia. Canada has 

undertaken negotiations of a trade agree-
ment with Colombia. We have a Government 
in Colombia that wants to share in the bene-
fits of free and open markets. We don’t need 
to have a trade agreement to have a drug 
trade with Colombia. The drug traffickers 
aren’t going to wait for our Parliaments or 
our Congresses to pass a trade agreement in 
order to have a drug trade. But if we want 
to have other opportunities for the people 
of Colombia and mutual development and 
shared prosperity, we’ve got to move forward 
on these kinds of initiatives. And that’s why 
the Government of Canada is committed to 
working with Colombia and getting a trade 
deal. 

Moderator. Thank you very much. This 
brings an end to the press conference. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
11:57 a.m. at the Fairmont Le Chateau 
Montebello. In his remarks, he referred to Gen. 
David H. Petraeus, USA, commanding general, 
Multi-National Force—Iraq. Prime Minister 
Harper referred to former Prime Ministers M. 
Brian Mulroney and Paul Martin of Canada; 
Stephane Dion, leader, Liberal Party of Canada; 
and Pvt. Simon Longtin, Canadian Forces, who 
was killed in Afghanistan on August 19. A reporter 
referred to Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq. 
Portions of Prime Minister Harper’s remarks were 
in French, and an English translation was pro-
vided. President Calderon spoke in Spanish, and 
his remarks were translated by an interpreter. 
Some reporters spoke in French and Spanish, and 
their remarks were translated by interpreters. 

Joint Statement by President George 
W. Bush, Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper of Canada, and President 
Felipe de Jesus Calderon Hinojosa of 
Mexico: The Security and Prosperity 
Partnership of North America 
August 21, 2007 

Montebello, Quebec, Canada 
We, the leaders of Canada, Mexico and 

the United States, have met in Montebello 
to discuss the opportunities and challenges 
facing North America and to establish prior-
ities for our further collaboration. As neigh-
bours, we share a commitment to ensure 
North America remains a safe, secure and 
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economically dynamic region, and a competi-
tive player in global markets. We also dis-
cussed opportunities to cooperate globally 
and within our own hemisphere. The values 
and principles we share, in particular democ-
racy, the rule of law and respect for indi-
vidual rights and freedoms, underpin our ef-
forts in building a more prosperous and se-
cure region. 

The Security and Prosperity Partnership of 
North America (SPP), launched in 2005, is 
aimed at jointly achieving tangible results 
across a spectrum of areas, while respecting 
each nation’s sovereignty. On February 23, 
2007, our ministers responsible for the SPP 
met in Ottawa to review progress and discuss 
our further cooperation. Our ministers of in-
dustry and commerce, foreign affairs, secu-
rity, environment, energy, health, transpor-
tation and trade have also met in recent 
months, reflecting our deepening dialogue 
within North America. They have made 
progress in advancing the priorities we iden-
tified at our 2006 meeting in Cancun. In par-
ticular, our three countries have completed: 

• a North American Plan for Avian and 
Pandemic Influenza; 

• a Regulatory Cooperation Framework; 
• an Intellectual Property Action Strat-

egy; and 
• a Trilateral Agreement for Cooperation 

in Energy Science and Technology. 
In Montebello, we have discussed how we 

can build on our progress to date to further 
improve North America’s position in the 
world. The North American Competitiveness 
Council (NACC), announced last year in 
Cancun, has provided us with thoughtful rec-
ommendations on how we could strengthen 
the competitive platform for businesses. We 
welcome the NACC’s recommendations, in-
cluding its readiness to be part of the solu-
tion, and we look forward to continuing our 
dialogue with the NACC in furthering North 
America’s competitiveness. We ask that our 
ministers continue to seek input from inter-
ested parties in determining future priorities 
for increasing the security, prosperity and 
quality of life in North America. In this, the 
third year of the SPP, we direct our ministers 
to review the SPP process, focus on priorities 
and deliver results. 

We ask our ministers to focus their col-
laboration in five priority areas for the next 
year: 

Enhancing the Global Competitiveness of 
North America 

The North American Free Trade Agree-
ment has been a tremendous mutual success 
in strengthening our economies and in en-
hancing the competitiveness of North Amer-
ica. In a rapidly changing global economy, 
we must build on NAFTA’s success and re-
duce unnecessary trade barriers to ensure 
North America remains a competitive and a 
dynamic place to do business. To this end, 
the Regulatory Cooperation Framework will 
enable us to develop regulatory approaches 
that are compatible across our borders, while 
maintaining high standards of health, safety 
and environmental protection. In the coming 
year, we ask our ministers to consider work 
in areas, such as the chemicals, automotive, 
transportation, and information and commu-
nications technology sectors. The Intellectual 
Property Action Strategy also gives us an in-
valuable tool for combating counterfeiting 
and piracy, which undermine innovation, 
harm economic development and can have 
negative public-health and safety implica-
tions. We also ask our ministers to implement 
the Strategy and take concrete steps to 
strengthen our ability to combat counter-
feiting and piracy in North America. 

We are strongly committed to advancing 
multilateral trade liberalization through a 
successful, comprehensive and ambitious 
conclusion to the WTO Doha Round of ne-
gotiations. We endorse the work of our trade 
ministers in Vancouver on June 13–14, 2007, 
to build on NAFTA’s success and advance 
our shared interests in the Doha Round. We 
ask them to renew their efforts, working with 
their WTO colleagues, to achieve a balanced 
outcome that results in meaningful increases 
in trade in goods and services and improve-
ments in global trading conditions. 

Safe Food and Products 
We will seek to strengthen the existing co-

operation and mechanisms within the region, 
build on current standards and practices, and 
work with our trading partners outside North 
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America using a scientific risk-based ap-
proach to identify and stop unsafe food and 
products before they enter our countries. 
These efforts could include: working with au-
thorities to strengthen inspection and certifi-
cation in exporting countries; identifying best 
practices by importers in selecting foreign 
manufacturers and inspecting goods either 
before export or before distribution; and re-
viewing our own existing authorities and 
practices to enhance national, regional and 
local coordination. Our governments will 
continue to address the safety of food and 
products imported into North America, while 
facilitating the significant trade in these 
products that our countries already have and 
without imposing unnecessary barriers to 
trade. 

Sustainable Energy and the Environment 
The further development of clean and sus-

tainable energy is critical to reduce the ef-
fects of climate change and air pollution, 
while fuelling the North American economy. 
We support an integrated approach to cli-
mate change, energy security and economic 
development, and support the development 
and deployment of clean energy tech-
nologies. Cooperation among our major 
economies on a range of policy tools and sec-
toral approaches will advance these objec-
tives. In particular, we ask our ministers to 
explore ways to cooperate on national auto 
fuel efficiency standards. We also ask our 
ministers to develop projects under the 
newly signed energy science and technology 
agreement, cooperate on moving new tech-
nologies to the marketplace and collaborate 
on energy efficiency. 

Smart and Secure Borders 
Our borders must be both efficient and 

secure if we are to continue to enhance pros-
perity, security and quality of life in North 
America. Effective border strategies mini-
mize security risks, while facilitating the effi-
cient and safe movement of goods, services 
and people, as trade and cross-border travel 
increase in North America. These strategies 
will draw on risk-based border management, 
innovative use of new technologies, coordi-
nated border infrastructure development, 
and by moving, where possible, inspection 

and screening away from the land border. 
It is sometimes best to screen goods and trav-
ellers prior to entry into North America. We 
ask our ministers to develop mutually accept-
able inspection protocols to detect threats to 
our security, such as from incoming travellers 
during a pandemic and from radiological de-
vices on general aviation. We also ask our 
ministers to further cooperate in law enforce-
ment, screening and facilitation of legitimate 
trade and travellers across our borders. 

Emergency Management and 
Preparedness 

The consequences of catastrophic events 
often transcend national borders. Prepara-
tion and planning can mitigate the impact 
of such events on people and our economies. 
Much work has been undertaken between 
our countries at national, sub-national and 
local levels to develop common approaches 
for responding to major incidents. We ask 
our ministers to continue this work and to 
address any obstacles preventing critical 
equipment, supplies and personnel from 
being deployed expeditiously to those parts 
of North America where they are needed. 
We also ask them to develop procedures for 
managing the movement of goods and people 
across our shared borders during and fol-
lowing an emergency. 

* * * 
The SPP is focussed on the well-being of 

North America, but we also share a desire 
to work together to advance prosperity, secu-
rity and stability globally. In Montebello, 
therefore, we also discussed opportunities to 
cooperate globally and within our own hemi-
sphere. We ask foreign ministers to enhance 
dialogue and cooperation in North America, 
as well as in the hemisphere in such areas 
as emergency management and prepared-
ness, and disaster risk reduction. Our shared 
values will continue to guide our collabora-
tion as continental neighbours and global al-
lies in the future. 

Prime Minister Harper and President 
Calderon were pleased to accept the pro-
posal of President Bush for the United States 
to host the next meeting of North American 
leaders in 2008. 
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SECURITY AND PROSPERITY 
PARTNERSHIP OF NORTH 
AMERICA: NEXT STEPS 

We, the leaders of North America, have 
asked our ministers to pursue the following 
priority activities and ask them to report to 
us on their progress in one year: 

Enhancing the Global Competitiveness of 
North America 

Global markets are changing, with dy-
namic new players becoming more competi-
tive and innovative. More and more firms are 
relying on inputs from a wide range of inter-
national sources for their manufacturing and 
production processes. In this highly competi-
tive environment, compatible regulations and 
standards enable us to protect health, safety 
and the environment, as well as to facilitate 
trade in goods and services across our bor-
ders. Strong copyright and piracy protection 
also encourage entrepreneurship and protect 
our citizens. Over the coming year, we ask 
our ministers to strengthen North America 
as a platform for global success and to 
achieve progress on regulatory cooperation 
and the protection of intellectual property. 
In particular, we ask our ministers to imple-
ment: 

The Regulatory Cooperation Framework 
announced today by: 

• strengthening regulatory cooperation, 
streamlining regulations and processes, 
encouraging compatibility of regulations 
and eliminating redundant testing and 
certification requirements while main-
taining high standards of health, safety 
and environmental protection; 

• considering measures and initiatives in 
areas such as the chemical, automotive, 
transportation, and information and 
communication technology sectors; and 

• undertaking trilateral cooperation to ac-
celerate and strengthen our national 
and regional risk-based chemical assess-
ment and management efforts. 

The Intellectual Property Action Strategy 
released today by: 

• developing collaborative measures to 
improve the detection and deterrence 
of counterfeiting and piracy, expanding 
public awareness of the importance of 
intellectual property to our economies 

and for consumer health and safety, and 
better measuring the scope and mag-
nitude of counterfeiting and piracy in 
North America; and 

• taking steps such as developing best 
practices for enforcement and sharing 
information and intelligence on border 
enforcement techniques. 

We also endorse our ministers’ plans to 
• develop an economic work plan to re-

spond to the ever increasing pressures 
on North American competitiveness 
and to facilitate trade in specific sectors 
to foster stronger North American value 
chains; and 

• conduct an analysis of the free trade 
agreements that each country has nego-
tiated subsequent to the NAFTA, be-
ginning with those in the western hemi-
sphere, including opportunities for in-
novative provisions on rules of origin. 

Safe Food and Products 
In order to promote the safety of imported 

products that enter North America and to 
facilitate trade, we ask ministers to: 

• strengthen existing mechanisms within 
the region and the exchange informa-
tion on import-safety issues, with the 
objective of enhancing the safety of food 
and products before they enter our 
countries; and 

• identify and share with their SPP coun-
terparts the best practices used by im-
porting companies in each country to 
secure their supply chains and ensure 
that quality and safety are built into 
products before they are exported. 

Sustainable Energy and the Environment 
Balancing our energy requirements with 

the stewardship of our environment is one 
of the greatest challenges of our time. We 
need to enhance our research into new and 
clean technologies, facilitate the deployment 
of these technologies to the market, and im-
prove our energy efficiency. We ask our min-
isters to advance work over the next year to: 

• identify and pursue cooperative energy 
science and technology activities under 
the newly signed Trilateral Agreement 
for Cooperation in Energy and Science 
Technology; 
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